
Golden Circle
The Entrepreneurs Pitch 



Timelines

• Motsepe Foundation Venture Launch | 14 April – 18 May 

In this initial phase, the 30 shortlisted candidates will confirm their start-up 

concept and its potential in the market, refining, testing and pivoting their initial 

concept.

• Pitch for Venture Scale | 28th - 29th  May 

In an internal pitch, an independent panel representing the Motsepe Foundation 

will connect with the entrepreneurs and select the final 5. 

• Venture Scale | 23 June – 12 Sep

During phase 2, startups will be accelerated based on the findings from phase 1. 

Entrepreneurs will optimise their businesses, evaluating operations and brand 

presence. 

At the end, all 5 entrepreneurs will pitch to a panel of investors, aiming to attract 

investment and partnerships to scale their concepts further.



Criteria

• Meets an important social need, aligned to a single or multiple 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) that is under-addressed.

• Innovation is part of the business ethos (in actual product / service, or in 
how problem is framed, or in how business operates etc.)

• Business approach / product is potentially scalable.

• Uses technology effectively and innovatively to remove constraints to the 
business or to the ability of beneficiaries to access / use the business.

• Potential to create decent work opportunities for youth, in particular 
NEETs.

• Commitment of business to diversity and inclusion.

All entrepreneurs must represent an operation with appropriate legal status, 
be in existence for at least 3-years, and with at least 3 full-time employees.





Key Messages

What is the Golden Circle?

Universities and tech companies share a close relationship, fostering a 

thriving ecosystem of innovation through the commercial application of 

research. 

The Golden Circle aims to create an ecosystem that connects start-ups 

with capital, talent, and funding by leveraging university networks.

Why apply for the Golden Circle?

System change is a non-linear, complex process of trial and error. 

Developing a solution alone isn’t enough. Entrepreneurs need coaching, 

mentorship, and access to networks that support business development 

and profit generation.



Key Messages Continued…
How to apply?

Register to participate in the online Venture Launch 5-week course HERE. 

The Motsepe Foundation will shortlist 30 finalists, based on the criteria, who will go on 

to complete the online course. 

After 5 weeks, candidates will pitch to a panel of internal judges, with the top 5 

entrepreneurs shortlisted to advance to phase 2.

What can you expect?

Entrepreneurs will gain access to a community of peer founders, industry experts, and 

advisory services to boost their prospects. 

By joining the exclusive Motsepe Foundation database, entrepreneurs will have the 

potential to connect with international networks to expand their capacity.

All 5 selected entrepreneurs will also receive one-on-one coaching and mentorship 

after the venture scale programme concludes.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=WH5_sOSqtEaXTmO1lWxK6jVZgwqChfBHlk81HrguWbxUNTRFS1dDREI0NDZJRDMyWUlHOFVZTDg5NS4u


Background

The Motsepe Foundation has committed five million rand, over five-years, 

towards the elevation of 25 South African youth-led start-ups. 

With a focus on social entrepreneurship, the Golden Circle will support the 

acceleration and capacity-building of high-impact entrepreneurs who are 

building solutions aligned to the United Nation’s Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

The Golden Circle initiative for youth-owned businesses was launched by the 

Motsepe Foundation in 2022, offering entrepreneurs start-up capital to support 

their growth. 

In 2025, coordinated alongside the Bertha Centre for Social Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship, the initiative will be relaunched to provide startups with one-

on-one mentorship, as well as insights from venture capitalists, creative 

directors, legal experts, and serial entrepreneurs. 
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